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Mesopotamia
A last mortification in the winter of 1915 and spring of 1916 was the disaster which befell the Mesopotamian expedition under General Townshend, who had been authorized to advance on Bagdad. He had come within a few miles of the city, after defeating the Turks at Ctesiphon, but was caught by Turkish reinforcements, and driven back into Kut-El-Amara, where he was besieged until the following April, when starvation compelled him to surrender. This reverse was brilliantly retrieved by another expedition under General Maude in the following year, but at the time it caused a painful impression and afterwards became the subject of inquiry by a Royal Commission which blamed the Government of India and the Indian military authorities for the inadequacy of their preparations, and commented with special severity on the lack of proper provision for the wounded.
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